The mechanism of amyloidogenesis in amyloidosis associated with rheumatic diseases is not known in detail. Persistently high concentrations of the circulating lipoprotein associated precursor protein serum amyloid A and altered enzymatic degradation of the precursor There was no significant difference in C reactive protein (CRP) concentrations between the patients with RA+A and those with RA alone. When the patients with RA+A or RA were divided into two groups with differing inflammatory activity, as measured by CRP, no significant differences were found in the class-specific RF concentrations between patients with CRP concentrations -25 mg/l or <25 mg/l. (Table 1) No significant differences were observed in the prevalence of the tested HLA antigens between patients with RA with or without amyloid ( Table 2) . A higher prevalence of DR4 (p<0001) and a lower prevalence of DR2 (p<0-05) were found among the patients with RA+A as well as all patients with RA when compared with the normal population. 
